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What IS the Initiative?

The United Firefighting Initiative
IS being put forward to reduce
the catastrophic loses incurred
by the government, the
Insurance industry, and
firefighters every year in the
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).




What IS the Initiative?

This Initiative is being
spearheaded by Extreme Fire
Services®, and Quintech Fire
Services®, with the cooperation
iIn Canada from the ICLR®,
IBC®, and the government and
firefighters of British Columbia.
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Every year the government, and the
insurance industry looses hundreds
millions of dollars due to wildfires in
the WUI.

Meanwhile, many firefighters are losing
their lives protecting structures and
providing fire suppression in these
same areas.




What IS the Initiative?

This Initiative is to form an alliance
between the government, the insurance
industry, firefighters and other
stakeholders in the Wildland Urban
Interface.

Working together, this alliance will form a
collaborative approach to solving many
of the problems plaguing the
stakeholders in the WUI.




‘Collaboration’ has been defined as:

“A process through which parties who see different aspects of a
problem (or issue) can constructively explore their differences
and search for solutions that go beyond their own limited
vision of what is possible.” *

Ref: Violence Prevention Initiative, (2003).
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‘Collaboration’ has been defined as:

“A process through which parties who see different aspects of a
problem (or issue) can constructively explore their differences
and search for solutions that go beyond their own limited
vision of what is possible.” *

Key points:

1. Itis a process. Itis not an end in and of itself, but a
(sometimes difficult) process aimed at finding solutions.

2. Itis grounded in reality that the different parties involved see a
problem or an issue from different perspectives, but this is
viewed as a good thing as it brings a broader and more multi-
faceted understanding of the causes and possible solutions of
the problem.

. It is solution-focused, not advisory. The intent is to work
together to find a solution that all agree with, not for one party
to advise the other.

Ref: Violence Prevention Initiative, (2003).
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The Mission of the United
Firefighting Initiative Is:

Reducing the number and severity of wildland
fires In Canada and the United States.

Protecting homes and businesses in danger of
being consumed by wildfires.

Saving firefighters lives through training,
education, and providing access to the newest
firefighting technologies.

Reducing human and animal suffering incurred
from wildfire events.
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A Brief History of the
Insurance Industry, and
Firefighting

As soon as the first insurance contracts
were written, insurance companies saw the
value of protecting the structures they insured.

Early firefighters were volunteers, and the
Insurance companies assisted in buying the
needed firefighting equipment.

Ref: Andree Poirier, History of Ottawa Fire Department, (1998).
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A Brief History of the
Insurance Industry, and

Firefighting

Insured homes and businesses displayed a
lead placket, indicating that they were
Insured, so the firefighters could easily
identify them.

Eventually, as populations grew, these
volunteer fire departments turned into
municipal fire departments.

Ref: Andree Poirier, History of Ottawa Fire Department, (1998).
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Ref: Frank Rasky, Great Canadian Disasters, (1970).
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Large Catastrophic Fires
In Canada’s History

The Miramichi fire in 1825 consumed 15,500
km? of forest, destroyed Douglastown and

Newcastle, and killed an estimated 200 to 500
people.

The Matheson fire complex was started by
lightning and locomotive sparks in 1916,
destroying Cochrane, and Matheson, and Kkilling
228 people.

Ref: Frank Rasky, Great Canadian Disasters, (1970).




Large Canadian
Catastrophic Fires in the
Last Decade

Ref: Emergency Preparedness Canada, Operations Coordination Centre,
Ottawa, (2003).
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The Salmon Arm fire in 1998 damaged over
6,000 hectares, caused the evacuation of

approximately 7,000 people, and consumed 40
buildings.
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Last Decade ey e
The Salmon Arm fire in 1998 damaged over
6,000 hectares, caused the evacuation of

approximately 7,000 people, and consumed 40
buildings.

The McLure fire in 2003 caused the devastating
loss or damage of 72 homes, nine businesses,
the evacuation of 3,800 people, and burned
26,420 hectares of forest.

Ref: Emergency Preparedness Canada, Operations Coordination Centre,
Ottawa, (2003).
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Okanagan Mountain (Kelowna) fire in 2003 cost the
iInsurance industry in excess of $200 million dollars in
damages, to 238 homes, and some businesses.

1. Ministry of Forests, (2004).

2. Economic Development Commission, Economic Impact Report,
(2004).
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Okanagan Mountain (Kelowna) fire in 2003 cost the
iInsurance industry in excess of $200 million dollars in
damages, to 238 homes, and some businesses.

The fire caused the evacuation of 33,050 people, and
burned down 25,600 hectares of forest.!

The ongoing economic impact will be felt for years in
Kelowna community, with the first year losses totaling
$4,419,000 . That's an average of $32,140 per

" 2
bUSIﬂESS- 1. Ministry of Forests, (2004).

2. Economic Development Commission, Economic Impact Report,
(2004).
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Future Environmental
Concerns that Weaken

the Forest’s Health
Global warming and other problems have been

Impacting forest health creating environmental
problems.

By the end of the 21st Century, if trends continue, the

mean annual temperature in western North America
could be 2-5 degrees Celsius above the range of
temperatures that occurred over the last 1000 years.

Increased temperatures bring a larger number of
lightning strikes, and more frequent periods of extended
drought.

Ref: David Spittlehouse,” Adaptation to climate change in forest management”, (2002).




Future Environmental
Concerns that Weaken

the Forest’s Health -
Decades of aggressive fire fighting policies reduced or

prevented low intensity fires, resulting in over crowded,
over fueled forests.!

1. Toddi Steelman, Department of Forestry, (2003)

2. David Spittlehouse, “Adaptation to climate change in forest management”, (2002).
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Future Environmental
Concerns that Weaken

the Forest’s Health
Decades of aggressive fire fighting policies reduced or

prevented low intensity fires, resulting in over crowded,
over fueled forests.!

Years of drier forests, higher temperatures, and large

fuel loads choking the forest floor have weakened the
forest health, opening up the trees to insect
infestations, and fire!.

Policy makers and forest managers must accept that
climate change is probable, and that forests and forest
communities face significant impact?.

1. Toddi Steelman, Department of Forestry, (2003)

2. David Spittlehouse, “Adaptation to climate change in forest management”, (2002).




Three Different Allies,
Many Different Problems
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Government,
Insurance Companies,
and Firefighters need to
combine their resources to
attack the problem!
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